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PCBs cross the line
By JMOH lomfer* .
Rome New«-lfftw» Stetl YYrttor

Where the property of Wort
Central Elementary School
ends, a hazardous wut« ilU
begins. They're «oparatod by a
chain linkfencatopp^d'vrith
barbed wire, bit connected by
a drainage ditch that curled a
probable human car* Imogen.

Mere than any place in Rome,
Uils properly line contnule
what has and ha« not b*»n

dofw to Investigate and elimi-
nate fit lea«t IS year* of bnou n
contamination from poljrchlort-
naUdblpt«nyli<PCBD.

On one eld« of the fence la the
clofedQ«aenU Electric Medi-
um Tr«ft»tormer3 plant where'
PCBc vrpre used u BO InaoUt-
Ing fluid In traiuformer* from
IMS to 1977. Tlw toelllty la a
buardoua wa*te ilte regulated
by the itate E^iTkrojitnenlal
Protection Division (BPD)
under the Rwourc* Coniei-va-
tlonand Bccorery Att(RCaA)

On the other side of the fence
Is a dense and orargrown
wooded«roa,!Iiebackyard.of .
Wart Central Elementary
School

Reeontle*t« by tha federal .

Agency Indie at a tow lev el i of
PCBfl at an UndUclwed loca-
tion on school property.

About bal'f of the property on
the GB side of the boundary .
line la free from PCB control-
nation and road? for Induitrial

development, the company
w»y*, became It voluntarily
»x« »vated aloag the dr iliuge
dltcb. removing soil and «edl-
(uetit containing PCBs.

A 300- foot « leaning as wide «f
an Interstate ih<m« tkspath trf
the cleanup. It follows the
ditch on OK property, then
stops like an unfinished road
»ttheferxjo.Oarb.e other »)de
it West Centra} Elementary
ScfaooL Decauie ltw«t rolun-
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SLIPPING THROUGH
THE CRACKS

Tnb to part two of A series
examlntng etemtatf ccntomtattion
(mm Iho Qonanl Electric Mac/torn

Tcdayi PCBs In SoDs
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SLIPPING THROUGH THE -CRACKS

ttvtn (k»a& / ftww NawS-Trbxn

^^ . . «*« stopped ith« property BneotWwt Central Ete-
monta^ SchodL a»«n hare î *e vw*r"frora^» ***** Property- _
' ."IVoufd not consider thi '

' testing to W exhaustive and
.' what is n«c«»cary compared to
what li going to be done.1* said
Jim Ussery. prognun manager

PCBs
cross
the line
.from 1A

tary, GB vas aot jre<julred to
ejic.tic.tt s its projeiri farther

" downstream.
Rom« school off Iciab ̂ *re

told tn 1996 that contamination
. at West Central Elementary
School and West End Elam«a-

; Ury School, which, also is in tht.
. ro fh nf rins of four GE dnriiLase
d&ch«3. was barely detectable

• or not prasaot jtt au_ VTnat they
w«£T«.u't told was that more test-
wer« needed.

GE collected eigJU sou sam-
ples from West C«atrml in 1098
aad detected no PCB»,but

- eight Is net enough, state regu-
lators say.

. Branch. .
• Some of th« dirt rrora the
massive grooad moving opors-
tion at (JE's Droverty was so

; contaminated that no landfill
' La Georgia could legally accapt
1 it, Hearsrly eontaaviaatftd soli
• was battled to a special lacdfl'J
' hundreds ofmil« »v«y In
Eaaalle, AJa. The majority of

' tbe dirt h<7ver«r, had lower
• levels of contamination and
was deposited at a landfill in
Ball Ground, Ga.

Toits collected after ths
. cleanup showed the project.
' vas a success. PCB conccatra- -
Hots on.the undeveloped prop---
ert^that GE owns — approxi-
mately 113 acres of tha 236 acre
facility — dropped below the

• rtaUt r&portabl« Laval c?1.55
• part* per siillion (ppni), said

r
" who p^eKe«»s elaanup at th« GfZ

facility. (?pm Tneasores th«
amount of PCBs is a auilioo

.parts of soil) i

More than SjOOO eaaipl« of
; soil and sediment were collect-
' ed dturfo^tb* cleanap. Ftewcr
. than a dozen samples have
been taken, ovortfce years at

.West Central EJ«mentary
; School sinca the GE plant
•- became a hazardous waste Kite.

State regulators say
: more testing is needed
,• "Since his unlikely that solV
; iedlmeni contamination

• •; stopped at the property line,
: 2PD or GE needs to take soil

and sediment sample* down-
> rtream offhe QE property
line," Bob Pierce, a v»tenn

; geologist with the EPD, wrote
«almost a year ago.

In a Dec. 20,1S*9, caeino
'.Pierce warneid that PCBe w«re

detected la a ground-rater
•: ajonitorln^wsil ou GE proper-

tj*-»»oj- Wcet Oatt*i-»t dom^n.
tiry School. His memo conctud-
ed.*It a not teown if we are
loo King ac isolated instances of
contamination, or iust lite Uo of
the icsb«rs."

It li rtiil unlcnown. More mon-
itoring 3way from the mannfac-
turins facility it n*«d«»d, aays
the EPD and the U.S. Environ-



Knm Qiuttc:'
Trw playground al West Csntril Elementary School abuts a woods.The ground slopes downward through
the •woods to ttt« drainage Cltcfl Bowing Tram QE property a lav
which Is conducrtinfi an ':
Expanded £i.U> Investigation t\f i
migration pathways to the •; j
Coon River. Full results from. !
the testing were unavailable at
.the time of this report. Howav-
:«r, officials did confirm a 7 • i
ppm r«»dias at West Central.
EPA •would not say IKW many . j
tests were taken there or from !.
where on the property the sam- j

| pies came. . .
• • Through aa independent ' !
i environmental consulting firm. I

EPA in tin 1880s investigated !
migration, of PCBt through I

I drainage ways into the Coosa j
; River. The consulting firm !
| reported that regulatory action !

at the Coosa should fall uoder !
federal sup«rftnid laws and not |
the state-ma RCRA program.

I EPA disagreed, and th« «ite
I remains under state r*gula-
j tion.
i Initial testScg does not always
! show th« extent of cont»ailnfl-
| tioa. Outside of the manufac-
: turins facility, the highftst eon-
: centratlonof PCBstnathave
' beea foxmdia 7,010 ppir.. It was

's discovered the nigh '.
n while aond\i«t- '•

ing its owa.tests..lnltial teats at .
th« towe's property wera r«U- '
tivory low. The company tool 16
soil sample* in 1995, and the
highest concentration was 8L3
ppm. It wasn't imrll 199$. after
the compftny had taten many
more sample? and located a
previously unknowri drainage
pathway, that the high reading
of 7,010 ppm was found.

GE officials say this high con-
i csntratlou was discovered
' beneath a pav*AparS±njlot
i and docs not pose a public
! health risk. GE also has quo
j tiOO»dth« accuracy of iome

testing done at Lowe'e,

I Children may be more
sensitive to pollutants
'' Research sho-vs that children

i may b* aorc senjitive to pollu-
1 tatrCS than adults.
! A recent article entitled

! dralnags way at tht now closed
j Lowe's Building Supply prop-
i «rtv.TliiDr9p^t5'1Jsoutbwest

i '. oftheGEplantonRMmond
I Circle and shaws a draiaAge
] ditch vrtth the plant tkatemp-
1 U«fl into Horsales Cre«it
; Lowe's is suing GE baeansa of

\ Juncl9,20CO, issue of U.S.
j News said studi» sues*at that

oxrriin«l7 low levels of rhemT-
• cals litre K;B3 ana mercury

could affect the developing
humaa brain.

" Upset oy yj« lacs of.tfrsdng.
Qsp«cialJyattli» schools, sone
stats rejuUtocs art speaking
out. "We asked thtm to do it"

i EPD geologist Pierce said.

(eel away-
•They (GE) stopped at tne

fence, a ad it'e not rookot eoi-
eace to figure out... You c«n go
to tb* fpnee and look at it.
Beyond tn« fence, nothing has
bc«n done. You need to go
beyond the fence, but they say
thatis a RCRA issne," he said.

In other words, GE will do it If
the stat; orders it then
enforces the order.
' Parents of children who
attend <>r have attended West
CoatroJ Elcizcttteurr Sohool
should be concerned but not
alarnjed. insists the 5TPD. "I

. think they should be concerned
about c bdldren playing in a
drainage area downstream
from an industrial facility.'*
Uss^ry of the ZPD said. At W«st
Central Elementary, the play-
ground borders a wooded area

j -through which the ditch flows.
I At West Central Elementary.

parts cf a another ditch mean-
der through the playground
itself.

Accoi-dbag to the federal
Agency for Toiic Substances
and Disease Control CA.TSDR),

avrt asi|ll
ot FCJtss through their

skin if they came in contact
! yj;h th e substance i?r Insert
| eontarriinated soil. Food conta-
I minatioa. however, is the most

Ukfely fonte of exposure In chil-
dren and adults.

"Coil dren who livt near haz-



VrafamT. lumn/ *<*ne UemsrTtixn

Scooct lets out IMX wreck at West Contort BenwiUry School, »outK-.
kid of GE prnpany. 6PO recommend* morn testing at this sonool
and cva*rt End Bsawntary School, «oumwe«« o* *• plant

' fI ardous waste sites may be !

! exposed by playing at these
I sitti and touching-and «atiog
j soil that contains PCB4--Call- :j
! drHn who live near hazardous :•

waste sites should be discour-
aged from playing in the dirt
aeArthafi® 2lt»8 °T»d should not
play in areas where there wau a
transformer flro. In addition,
children should be discour-
aged from eatlag dirt, and care-
ful hand wm»hing practices

i sho-old be followed," the
] ATSDR's taricological profile
j For PCBs OTT*.

' 4 drainage ditched
] carried PCBs off stte
'•/ Historically. PCBs migrated
• frcm the QE manufacturing
'• facility through one of four
I drainage diteh«« or through the

city's sew«r sy»tem. Two o? the
j drainag* ditches flowed into

Little Dry Greet and two
j flowed Into Hors«le«CT««k. All

evtstually emptiad into the
j Ccosa River, the first river in
! Georgia wtar« coinmercial
I fishing was banned because of
' cortami'natnnn hy PCBs. Tae •
: ban •W«K into effect in 1976 and

remains today.'
Between 1S33, when the G£

manufacturing plant op*ned,
^kU 1007, -rh.^^ it r*r»» oim.«.«*
«d to tho Roaa« s«wer tr•a^

i plant, untreated raw

i,.-j H I M U the highest 1
found her«."

RtiYiTiin!'. HifT- duiyliHvr
been a dredging project at Lit-
tle Dry Creek during the la la
i»ws or cany Li/rus tnat would
h_avi: decreased th« coacentra-
tionsbefore the 1S78 tests.

61 opd County Commiaai »*.ei-
Cany Frieks grew up on Wood-
bine Avenue. The ere«k ran

flooded bis backyard. It w a?
rncKs" puygrouna.

*'^"w n vulU IrhLklxl vl«X£JI.^ tli It,"

he .vud. '"We would take a shov-
el and hoarrtc anil frv i n hn*IH n
dam. Thut wiis hew we enter-
tained ourselveb. 1 would have
felt left out if we didnt have a

back then p«ovl* dldnthave

GE sayS the raw sewage emp- !
tied directly into the Coosa
River, not the cr««k. but city
officials from the time say the '
untreated sew«ge was piped
into the creet Dy way of tte
drainage ditehas.

The former superintendent of
the Rome waste treatment.
facility recalls It elaarly.
Before 1965 sludge' frora CE
weat into Little Dry Creek with-
out any treatment, Jim Fincher
says.
' Little Dry Creek spills into

the Oostanaula across the river
and about 30 feet downstream .
from the city's water intake |
supply. EPD reports that sedi-
ment taken at the Intake valve
ia 1?74 showed low levels of
PCBs.' More recent tests have
d*t«cted no PCBs.

Sediment tests from 1S78
show taat tne highest concen-
trations of PCBs in drainage
ditches wer2 found at the south

1 fort of LltUa Dry Cr«ek near
Woodbine Ave. The highest
reading at tie time-was 101
ppm,

"It doesnt sound Hia 'Jiat Is a
sewer kind of thins to me,"
GETS Lester said of the 1975
findings, Jbecau5« ic lie sever
line you could actually get pure
PCBs traveling from-tae plant
into vrharo^«» ife dzo obc^^^^s

which I be!i«v« is tie rtver. I
would think the Lav«! would be

__• have been piped directly
I into Little Dry CreeJi, which
1 spiUsinU>th«Oostan«ula
1 River and then dumps into the
I Coosa River.

Childhood playmates
struck TexasTea'

It was comman, Frieks said,
for htm and bis aeigacoraood
frionds to strike what he
described as "Texs^TM," a
thick layer of oil embedded In
the creek bottom and banks.
Although rrteks has no way of
iden cifyin* the substance,
PCB.-s are an oil based liquid
and zhey ars known to b« in tbe
croet entombed Li sediment or
soil.

TUfrsoil would stink and
would be saturated with oil,"
Frieks roeaUedL 'Then as we
dufi 'town we would find bi£
pock ats of wfcat looked lite oi 1 .
Our joi« was that we had
struck oil."

Fricka nstneaabers a craetar
with a bucket broadening th«
drainage ditch whan he was a
te*n*eer, between the late
1960s acd early 1970s. "This
thlni: weat from a drainage
ditch to a tveotyfoot wide
chAnael," Fricki said- "We
would go snd watch them di^ it
every day. Ii was a big event
when you had something like
that happen in yuur backyard."

TJh'' Rooio Vovrc- Tribune
co'jliL find no records of a
chana«l -sideninc project at
Llttlu Dry Creek, and sereral
Romedty officials from the
' ' ' '

project
Because PCBs are a probable

Frieks questions if th« ch«ni-
eals' preseac* might explain 3
rash <>f cancers in his horn* and
ueUhborhood. His father had
prostate cancer and was



cancer- HU mother died of a
rare cancer that killed hat days
after she-was diagnosed. A
next-door-neighbor who often
played with Pricks in the creek

PCBs have be«n detected —
predominantly in small con-
centrations — along Little t>ry
Craek and Horseleg Cr««k.
where they have b««n discov-
ered at residential neighbor-
hoods, parks, commercial prop-
wrt^f. rwo ?!*ment» vy schools
'and at tha former. We« Rome

i Jr. Hitfh and High School,.
! which Is at present day Wal-

PCBs wer* detected in very
low concsntrations In 1996
under a twingset a; West find
B3$nieiitff^y School. Four sam-
ples weiri taken. . •

The hazardous waste was . :
dfltectad thU year-la elevated
concentration* at Tolbert Park .
near wh«r* a sewer line inter-
serts wltt Little Dry oeek. Of
% locations sampled, three
T^ere above the 1.55 ppm notifi-
..•atioii limit. Concentrations
ranged from^non-detectable to

i 38ppm,th«BPt>say3.
; G£ voluntarily removed soil
': from the three areas. It ^vas the

first time GE had voluntarily
removed soil not on its manu-
facturing facility, and although

: the EPD tay* testing at Tolbert
! Park vaa not extentrve, chil-
{ dreu were seen playing in the
• creek l«g than a week after the
: removal.
• Another area ofhighcontazai-
! nation is a vacant parcel
'• between Lowe's and Wal-Mart.
! Mucb. of th« land ie owned by
| GE, which purchased the prop-
; erty from the trust Company.

GE Rome
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PC8ff Spread In Sludge

Bunk demanded GK buj' the
propeity afUr it diaco^crad
conc-cntratigos of 2,530 ppm .
ac.a 610 ppm.

'B«cau«e the -GE £aeilrty is
cLtttucly r«rpoactbLa for tk*
PCBs and other contaminants
detected at the property OB
March 1, 1905, w« wn'.a letter
to the GE facility demandlns
tliatth* General Electric Com-
pany either r«mft<JUte or pur-
chase the property," an attor-
ney for the ban& Inform e-d the
EFD tn a letter dated March 5;
1985.

The Q*orgia Corporation
nwns Innri nrljnininj the Tnitf
Company property. Concentra-
tiona ranging from 3,135 ppm
and 2^70 ppm wars detected
there. '

LOTTO'S. th« Trust Company
and Georgia Corporation share
a drainage ditch with Wai-Mar.
and Wast End Elementary
SchooL Two samples from a
drainage ditch at the Wal-Mart
property showaa concentra-
tions of 7.5 ppm and 9.S ppm. •

Before the Wal-Mart site was
gradad, tha city of Rome took
soil samples there and fbiind a
concentration of 20 ppm. A
record of this was never filed
with the EPD.

Little sediment data is avail-
able on the COOSA Hlver. The
few reports that there are show
raceni levels below 12.1 pom at
Mayo's Bar Lock and Daa! But
Richard Lester of QE says more
testing could b e done.

"W* really had to look hard
for this," he said. »B he alluded
to 4 chart that demonstrated a
downward. trand of PCBs tn
sediment in the Coosa Riv»r.
The infortnatloa was bard to
find, he said, because there
wasatmucb of It. "Again I

| tnir^x itaiadigatlve of the low-
levels they Oh* E3PD) have
found," he «dd. ."They haven't
gone back and done extensive
iamp'lins on a regular baals."

UT tne nver seounent eaav
pl*s, none ara deep core jam-
pie's, Jim Us4«T7 of the E?C
said. Deep core samples enable
the EPD to se« what the PCS
concentrations are. several fttt
b«lo«- the first layer of j«ii-
ment, and they would help UK
agency date the heaviest pari-
sh* Of 46uUunin»tion.

"That is.som«thins we would
liie to do,'' Usiary said. "I
thinX ?v8rytxJdy feels the PCBs
are there, that it has sort of

and* rst»nding of contamina-
tion :rway from the manufactur-
ing ticility — in drainage ditch-
es, creeks, rivers and groond-
water — Usseiy said, *x:urrent-
ly k\ CTE th«ra ia inBXVffloloa.t
ttfonnation for as to. conclude
that ihere ia no homaa expo-

Is no
groundwater
off-site. "EPD oCficlalc could
not estimate how long it would
taka them to determine the
ftit»nt of human ozpocnrp or
jroajidwnter contamination.

GE says it will clean up
ottrshe comamlnanon

Coramarcial property owners
near the GE manufacturing
plant with, contaminated soil
have been informed that GE
assumes responsibility, said
Stephen Ramsey, vtcft.prasi-
dent of corporate environmen-
tal pi-oerams at GE.

"Wn have told them that the
investigation coets and cleanup
cos'j fall on us unl«ss -we find

' something that either they've
done or contamination that
doesn't come from-our proper-
ty," Ramsey said. "Tb the
eitent that we are talking
about PCEsind other material
that L-OJXK from our plant site, I
titak everj-one knows who has
property around here that we
are assuming responsibility for
them."'

ment covers it orer" •



Nam»: darenl Eioctrtc COL
incorporated: 1892

Products: AppBancas, GgMncj prod-
ucts* InoXurtrial auornati'gn products.
medical diagnostic imaging aquip-
ment, motont, ttcdrkzi dljtrUXrtlon
and Mintrol oquipmonx looemotuoo.
pow*r g««%0ratlon and dsiwy prcd-
ucts. nudear pon«r twiport «er-
vtoss anc fuel wambflaa, comm*r.
cwl and miBt^ry tXcraltjat engirwc,
and (ngindCfad nutoricia rjc^ as
ptasnta, sticcr^s and »up*rabf»-
«tv» bncuitrtal dUuPortds.

ttoro »«rwicns, teteitekjr.
NBC, ard fj^anoal ««rvicco.

in Rom*: Opened In 1 952. Used
PCB« from 1 953 to 1 977. Ctoeed in
1 998. Usted as « hazmriou« wwrte
tacffity and it rtgtiiaiAd Sy tM ttaw
EnviroomerCa) Protection OMakxi
under »w R«sxrt* end Con»erva-
ten Rtoovey Aot (RCRA>.
Un* ftrm7<3£ Born* ia r^pneaentBd
In its cleanup activity by ma law turn
ef Kirs ana' Spatting, of wtiteh fcn^
m«r-^n. San Num Is a ptrtnw. In
1 997 aft»r s»fvtr3 In tte U.S. Sen-
atv> (CK 25 iT îrs, Nunn watted away
from poftifcs. That same y»»r, h«
«B« named to (he GE board of
difXK«. vrtiteh has 16 memoirs,
and G£ Ror^# anneuneAd Its manu-

Nurm Is ai»o K dinictcx' of Tha Coca
Cou Compiny. Defl Computer Cor-
OOfWion, Irrtsmet Saourtty' Systwns
Qrcup Inc., Nafionil S*rvic* indua-
trla* Inc.. Sderiilfic-Aflarts inc.,TB»-

- *CC inc. arJ Total Systtfn Sarvxras
Inc.


